It looks like the situation is now back to where Fedotov was, writing in the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s.
However, in times of trouble when relations deteriorate, it is important to find incidents in the past which can help nations to understand each other better and to bring them closer together rather than to rub salt into the wounds and play on old and new problems.
Russian academics have already contributed a lot to this noble course. 
Not Just in the Capitals
For a long time the main flow of knowledge in Russia came from its capitals, Moscow and St. Petersburg. However, recently a new trend has emerged. Two major international conferences on British history were held in Yaroslavl. They gave academics from numerous Russian research centres the opportunity to get to know each other and to exchange information and views. Andrei Sokolov organized the conferences.
The Ural Federal University (Yekaterinburg) publishes a series called Albionica 12 ,
and the Southern Federal University (Rostov-on-Don) gather a collection of articles in 13 .
British Studies

In 2006, a book on British Prime Ministers of the 19th century was published in
Kurgan. 14 detailed account of British studies in Imperial Russia. The book is so thorough that it deserves to become a handbook for any historian specialising in British history 52 .
The the kindest and warmest feelings for Britain and its people, and acquired many good friends there over 20 years of contacts, would like to hope that this modest work will help ordinary Russians understand the English better, the Irish, the Scots and the Welsh, and to contribute to the strengthening of friendship between our nations" 57 .
Authors of such books continue the tradition that Tchukovsky started in literature, and Yerofeyev and Alekseyev, in academic studies, i.e. the tradition of contributing to better understanding between our nations. Reading Atarova's and Zyryanov's books, the thought occurs that it was just a few decades ago that confessing a sympathy with
Britain was simply dangerous. Together with them I hope that we shall not live in such times again.
I remember the campaign against "kowtowing to the West" in the late Stalin era.
And even after Stalin's death, anti-Western and anti-British sentiment remained strong in Russia's political and social life. But for now we can openly express such sympathy, as well as the desire to understand the other and to abandon stereotypes.
The will to know more about each other is evident today both in Russia and in Britain. It is the will to remove mountains of prejudice, which had accumulated over generations. This is not an easy task -prejudices remain. Yet, the amount of information, as opposed to propaganda, is increasing. 62 .
British Russian Studies in Russia
In the USSR, the work of contemporary British historians was treated with suspicion and distrust. They were seen, first of all, as anti-Soviet. Such perceptions do not change overnight, but the situation is very different now. Public interest in the round 
Hosking and Kliuchevsky
Jeffery Hosking has been the British historian who gained the greatest recognition in Russia in terms of the number of his publications. One of his most important works was published in two volumes 71 . More important is the print-run: 2500 copies. Few academic publications in Russia merit such confidence on the part of their publishers.
This book did.
It presented the history of Russia form its early days to the present, as well as an analysis of how this history was seen in Western Europe. In Russia, the book was published soon after the collapse of the Soviet Union, when Russians were particularly keen to find out more about their own past as seen from the West.
Hosking lamented the views of those Western historians who, in the late 20 th century, decided that "Russia should not be taken seriously any longer and that, as either an enemy or as a political ally, it is not worth attention" 72 . He thought that "both today's and a decade's old attitude to Russia was an illusion and was based on the lack of knowledge of the essence of Russia, of its nature… Russia will not disappear, and will not leave the world arena -it continues to play the main formative role of the world in the 21 st century". 73 It may be worthwhile stressing that this was Nearly everything that Hosking writes is published in Russia, books or articles.
His latest publications are devoted to the problem of trust. He thinks that trust is very important for the understanding of our past and still more for our understanding of humanity path into the future. Among other examples, he discusses this problem on the material of the Soviet Union 76 .
The Russian intelligentsia have been so attracted to Hosking's ideas that his interviews have been published not only in the academic journals 77 , but also in newspapers 78 . They provoked a lot of debate. the top of this mountain, as with most real ones, is periodically shrouded in mist" 83 .
"Mystery"?
"I cannot forecast to you the action of Russia. It is a riddle wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma" 84 . Churchill's words reflect a common view of Russia. It can be found in many books of British aphorisms, which must mean that it reflects the view of many Britons.
Russia too has plenty of stereotypical opinions about Britain and the British.
Sometimes they reflect a reality to a certain degree. More often they are unfair, and at times insulting.
At the beginning of this article, I quoted the words of Alekseev, who said that "a full, detailed, and well documented" history of Russian-British relations "is yet to be written".
This was written more than three decades ago. Since then, especially over the recent years, a lot has been done. But, obviously, still not enough. There is a lot more to conceptualize, to understand, and to explain.
There is no guarantee that even now, two decades after the end of the Cold War, new "mysteries" will not occur in the relations between these two countries. But there are fewer of them, and these two nations have a better chance of understanding one another. Academics' task is to help them to do so. 2014, the year of British culture in Russia and Russian culture in Britain, gave us a great opportunity to do so.
